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Gal.  I.  7. — “There  be  some  that  trouble  tjou.” 

There  is  no  truth  more  clearly  estab¬ 
lished  by  scripture  testimony,  than  that 
the  gospel  is  designed  to  ali'ord  comfort 
to  all  who  will  candidly  reflect  ujion  it, 
and  understandingly  receive  it.  There 
is  nothing  in  it,  that  is  in  any  way  cal¬ 
culated  to  excite  unpleasant  forebodings, 
or  give  birth  to  any  sensations  other  than 
those  of  the  pirrest  satisfaction.  This  be- 1 
ing  the  case,  it  requires  but  little  reflec¬ 
tion  to  lead  the  mind  to  the  conclusion, 
that  whatever  troubles  mankind  is  oppo¬ 
sed  to  tlie  gospel ;  and  tlimigh  men  may 
be  called  gospel  ministers,  and  their 
preaching  gospel  preaching,  &  their  doc¬ 
trines  gospel  doctrines  ;  yet  if  it  appears 
that  such  preaching,  such  doctrines,  and 
such  preachers  trouble  mankind,  we  shall 
have  reason  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  the 
pretensions  of  those  who  attempt  to  palm 
off  upon  the  gospel  of  God  that  which  is 
so  contriry  to  its  genius  and  spirit. 

Tire  true  definition  of  the  word  gospel, . 
is  “glad  tidings” — and  to  say  that  glad 
tidings  trouble  mankind,  would  be  a  con- ; 
tradiction  in  terms.  But  creed-makers 
have  invented  gospels  of  a  dilFerent  de-' 
scription  which  do  greatly  trouble  those  I 
who  believe  them.  And  this  gospel-ma-; 
king  is  by  no  means  a  modern  invention' 
— they  carried  on  this  business  as  long  ^ 
ago  as  when  Paul  was  alive.  “1  mar- 
veP — said  the  apostle,  to  his  brethren  at 
Galatia,  “that  ye  are  so  soon  removed, 
from  him  that  called  you  into  the  grace 
of  Christ  unto  anotiikr  rjosiT'.i..”  But 
the  invention  of  which  he  sjrake  hardly 
deserved  the  name  he  gave  it;  and  in 
the  next  verse  he  adds — “Which  is  not 
another  ;  but  there  be  some  tliat  trouble 
you,  and  would  pervert  the  gospel  of 
Christ.”  And  then  he  goes  on  to  cau¬ 
tion  them  against  being  led  astray  by  the 
c  unningly  devlsiid  plans  of  tliose  gospel 
makers.  “But  though  wc,  or  an  angel 


from  heaven  preach  any  other  gospel  uh- r 
to  yon  than  that  ye  have  received,  let 
him  be  accursed”--and  again  he  says — 
“But  I  certify  you,  brethren,  that  the 
gospel  which  was  preached  of  me  is  not 
after  man  ;  for  I  neither  received  it  of 
man,  neither  was  I  taught  it  but  by  thci 
revelation  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

All  this  goes  to  prove,  that  there  were, 
spurious  gospels  in  ancient  times,  and' 
that  the  people  were  not  troubled  by  any 
thing  in  the  gospel  of  Christ,  but  were 
afflicted  by  its  perversion.  I  need  not, 
at  this  time,  stop  to  say,  that  similar  per¬ 
versions  produce  the  same  effects  in  this 
age  of  the  world  ;  but  will  just  observe,^ 
that  a  proper  examination  of  certain  facts 
embraced  in  this  subject,  will  enable  us 
to  discover  any  corruptions  that  may  have' 
crept  into  the  gospel  of  our  God  and  lle- 
deemer ;  while  a  little  discrimination 
and  courage  will  enable  us  to  di.scard  allj 
systems,  the  essentials  of  which  do  not 
accord  witli  the  legitimate  ell'ects  of  the 
religion  taught  by  the  apostle, 
j  It  has  been  already  remarked  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  gospel  of  Gliristj 
that  is  in  any  way  calculated  to  (rouble 
mankind.  The  truth  of  this  observation 
jis  apparent  from  several  considerations;' 
a  few  of  which  w  ill  be  mentioned.  , 
j  One  proof  of  this  proposition  is  furnish¬ 
ed  in  the  eftect  which  was  uniformly  pro-; 
duced,  in  ancient  times,  by  a  promulga-! 
tion  of  it.  When  this  gospel  was  preach- 1 
ed  to  Abraham,  who  had  Just  before; 
'drawn  his  knife  to  slay  his*  only  »on,  it 
must  have  afforded  him  great  comfort. — ; 
To  Isaac  the  news  of  a  blessing  for  all 
people  must  have  been  no  less  accepta¬ 
ble.  And  such  was  the  effect  produced; 
upon  the  mind  of  Jacob,  when  tlie  cove¬ 
nant  of  grace  was  confirmed  to  him,  be-| 
tween  Becrslieba  and  llaran,  that  he  ex-- 
;  chiinied  “  Surely,  the  Lord  is  in  this 
!  pl.lCJ.”  ; 

I  When  an  angel  of  the  I.ord  announced 
,  the  good  tidings  on  (lie  biith  morn  of  the 
I  Redeemer,  “.-.uddeidy  there  was  with 
the  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly 
;  host  praising  God  and  saying — Glory  to 
I, God  iu  the  highest,  and  on  earth,  peace, 


good  will  towards  meti.”  When  the 
shepherds  were  returning  from  their  visit 
to  the  babe  of  betblehem,  they  were 
heard  glorifying  God  and  praising  him 
“for  all  the  things  they  had  heard  and 
seen.”  And  the  good  old  Simeon,  when 
clasping  ifi  his  arms  the  infant  messen¬ 
ger  of  fliis  very  gospel,  “blessed  God  and 
said— Now  lettest  thou  thy  .servant  de¬ 
part  in  peace  according  to  thy  word  * 
For  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation, 
which  thou  hast  prepared before  the  faca 
of  all  people  ;  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  and  the  glory  of  fhy  peOpfe  Israel.”’ 

When  the  disciples.  On  the  day  of  f*'en- 
teebst  felt  the  influence  of  the  gospel,  its 
power,  its  fulness,  and  its  all-sufficiencyi 
they  were  found  of  one  accord  in  one 
place,  moved  by  one  impulse,  and  enga¬ 
ged  in  one  joyful  employment — that  of 
praising  God  and  glorifying  his  name.-^ 
So  great  was  their  joy  that  the  sjiecta- 
tors  thought  they  Were  “drunk  w'ith  nevr 
wine.”  And  wdieii  the  Gentiles  heard 
the  message  of  peace  and  good  will,  “they 
w  »re  glad,  and  glorified  the  word  of  the 
Lord.”  And  I  know  of  uo'  instance  on 
record  of  any  other  effect  having  been 
produced  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ. 

The  same  may  te  said  of  ifs  effect  in 
afl  silbscquent  periods.  There  never 
was  a  true  believer  but  was  made  hap¬ 
pier  by  his  faith.  The  good  tidings  of 
great  joy  which  shall  be  unto  all  people, 
always  fills  the  heart  with  gratitude,  and 
drives  sorrow  away — it  wipes  tears  from 
off  all  faces,  and  drives  despondency  from 
the  abode  of  man.  These  are  its  natu¬ 
ral  fruits,  and  if  any  other  effects  are  pro¬ 
duced  by  preaching,  they  ought  not  to  be 
imputed  to  the  gospel,  but  always  to  some 
perversion, of  it. 

This  fact,  as  before  remarked,  may  be 
argued  from  the  nature  of  tire  gospel  it¬ 
self.  It  is,  says  an  eminent  commenta¬ 
tor,  “good  news,  or  glad  tidings.  It  com¬ 
prehends  in  it  all  those  doctrines  of  lovp, 
grace,  and  mercy,  discovered  in  the  coin- 
plefe  sail  atiou  of  sinners.”  The  term  is 
put  for  “The  history  of  Christ — the  cove¬ 
nant  with  Abraham — the  preaching  of 
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the  gospel — and  the  doctrines  of  free  liar  individuals — I  mean  no  offence;  I  are  those  who  make  a  business  of  going 


mean  any  body  and  every  body,  male  or  |  about  from  place  to  place,  and  from  house 
female,  black  or  while,  noble  or  ignoble,!  to  house,  preaching  and  teaching  these 
who  make  a  business  of  troubling  man-  very  views  of  the  divine  character  and 
kind;  and  if  any  one  makes  an  applica- 1  designs.  Surely,  there  be  some  that 
every  good  thing  that  the  most  sanguine  :|tion  of  my  remarks  to  himselt  or  any  bo-  (rouble  you,  and  would  pervert  the  gos- 
can  expect.  It  is  the  news  of  the  love'jdy  else,  I  shall  know,  that,  in  the  opinion  pel  of  Christ. 

of  some  person,  at  least,  I  have  spoken  i'  2.  There  b 


grace.”  And  what,  it  may  be  asked, 
is  there  in  these  things  that  is  calculated 
to  trouble  mankind  ?  It  comprehends 
every  blessing  that  mortals  can  desire — 


of  God — it  is  a  revelation  of  immortality 


— it  is  good  tidings  of  good — it  is  a  pub¬ 
lication  of  salvation — it  saith  unto  Zion 
thy  God  reigneth — it  is  peace  to  them 


be  some  that  trouble  roan. 


to  some  ellect.  Tl»is  premised,  I  ob-l  kind  by  withholding  the  comforts  of 
serve,  !  the  gospel  from  such  as  are  under  afflic- 

1.  There  be  some  that  trouble  man-  tion. 
that  are  near,  and  also  to  those  who  are  i  kind  by  impeachments  of  the  character  It  was  said  of  certain  expounders  of 
afar  off.  I  of  (  Jod,  by  representing  him  as  an  enemy  the  law  in  ancient  times,  that  they  had 

I  might  enlarge  on  this  topic,  which  is,  the  souls  he  has  made.  j  “taken  away  the  key  of  knowledge  ;  that 

always  instructing  and  interesting;  but'  It  is  truly  painhil  to  observe  the  /.eal  they  did  not  go  iirto  the  kingdom  of  God 
enough  has  been  said  to  give  a  profitable  j  and  industry  of  those  who  preach  the  tlnMiiselves,  neitlier  suffered  they  others 
direction  to  our  inquiries,  and  we  will  i  wrath  and  vengeance  of  God.  It  is,  at  w  lio  were  entering  to  go  in.  ’  It  is  even 
now  attend  to  an  application  and  improve-!  least  supposable,  that  every  rational  being  so  now.  Many  who  were  disposed  to 
ment  of  the  text.  And  here  I  remark,  j  has,  in  a  degree,  a  natural  confidenee  in  lay  hold  upon  eternal  life,  and  embrace 
that,  although  the  gospel,  as  we  have  the  Almighty,  and  feels  a  kind  of  innate  precious  promises  of  the  gospel ;  ma- 
seeu,  is  good  news  of  great  joy,  yet  there  ■  assurance,  that  the  Great  Ruler  of  the  ny  who  are  inclined  to  avail  themselves 
are  those  who  pretend  to  preach  it,  who  i  Universe  will  protect  and  bless  his  de-  comforts  and  blessings  of  the  hope 

take  unwearied  pains  to  trouble  mankind !  pendent  creatures.  But  there  are  those  of  immortality,  are  prevented  by  the  cler- 
— who  make  it  their  business  to  convince}  who  labor  indiistrionslv  to  destroy  every  ica^  expounders  of  the  law.  Ihe  divine 
their  hearers  that  the  gospel  is  a  dread-j  vestige  of  that  confidence,  and  cast  the;  promises  are  often  concealed  ;  or  attempts 
fully  alarming  declaration  of  God’s  wrath  creature  a  houseless,  hopeless,  homeless)  are  made  to  limit  their  application;  or 
and  curse,  and  that  it  ought  to  strike  ter- f  beggar,  into  an  unfeeling  world.  This' the  glory  of  the  gospel  is  obscured  bj 

contidence,  which  exists  in  the  bosom  ot  creeds  and  labored  exjiositions  ;  so  that 
the  savage,  as  well  as  in  the  soul  ot  the  the  whole  means  a  tew,  and  all  a  part; 
saint,  must  be  destroyed,  before  the  work  ^^I'd  mourners  are  thus  deprived  of  (he 
of  grace  can  begin.  And  this  is  called  happiness  that  might  be  enjoyed,  were 
preaching  the  gosjiel  !  the  perverters  of  God’s  counsel  out  of  the 

They  tell  the  people  that  God  is  angry  way. 
with  them — that  he  istheir  enemy — tliatj  Instances  have  been  known  in  whiclr 

he  has  built  a  dismal  hell  for  them — that !  parents  have  been  denied  the  privilege 
he  has  let  loose  infuriated  demons  to  tor-!  of  hoping  for  the  salvation  of  their  chil- 
ment  them — that  every  sermon  they  hear,  I  dren,  and  brothers  have  been  driven 
every  prayer  tliey  make,  every  meeting  j  despair,  by  being  told  that  their  sister* 
they  attend,  will  sink  them  deeper  and!  were  pro^iably  in  hell ;  and  even  theten- 
deeper  in  torment — that  every  hope  they  !  der  and  amiable  affections  of  females  have 
cherish  should  be  abandoned — that  they ;  often  been  harrowed  up  by  being  told 
should  clothe  themselves  in  sackcloth  and !  that  their  dear  friends  who  had  been  ta- 

sit  in  ashes — and  that,  at  some  future !  ken  away  by  death,  w’ere  probably  in 

is  considered  severe,  I  cannot  help  it. —  },day,  the  great  Judge  will  doom  them  to  hell  I  All  this  lias  been  done  ;  and  done 
It  is  my  business  to  hold  np  the  mirror  '  nnending  woe  !  I  too,  under  the  garb  of  religion,  and  the 

— it  is  tlie  privilege  of  my  hearers  to  say  ^  VV'hat  are  such  declarations  but  im-;  cloak  of  sanctity  ! 


ror  into  the  souls  of  the  children  of  men. 
To  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Shis  country  I  might  say  in  the 
Inrrguage  of  my  text — “There  be  some 
that  trouble  you” — and  of  those  who  do 
thus,  I  might,  with  safety,  declaic — they 
pervert,  or  “would  pervert  the  gospel  of 
Christ.”  But  here  I  woukl  caution  iny 
hearers  against  supposing  that  I  mean  to 
apply  what  may  follow  to  any  persons 
njwn  whom  they  may  fix  their  mind’s 
eye — I  do  not  intend  to  deal  in  periion- ; 
alities ;  and  should  any  one  accuse  me 
of  severity,  I  shall  only  say,  hi  reply, 
that  I  intend  to  advance  nothing  but  the 
plain  unvarirished  truth — and  if  the  truth 


whether  it  is  true  to  nature  or  not. 

And  here  1  would  just  observe  that  my 


peach  ments  of  the  divine  character.’ — !  But  there  is  something  a  little  amusing 

Docs  not  all  creation  testify  that  God  is  in  the  representations  given  of  the  case* 
bearers  need  have  no  approbensions  of|  good  ?  Has  he  not  promised  to  bless  man- '  of  those  who  are,  as  tlie  saying  is,  “un- 
any  evils  that  can  result  from  a  plain!  kind  by  turning  them  away  from  their  j  der  concern  of  mind.”  Now' and  then, 
statement  of  facts.  Ido  not  prcacli  to  j  iniquities Has  he  not  commended  his  it  is  reported  that  somebody  who  has  been 
please  those  who  have  formed  a  determi- 1  love  towards  us,  in  that  while  we  were  ’  a  Universalist,  or  who  had  tried  to  be  one, 


or  who  had  occasionally  attended  a  meet 
ing  of  that  denomination,  is  “under  con¬ 
cern.”  The  story  is  told  far  and  near, 
and  is  published  in  the  papers  as  a  won¬ 
derful  interposition  of  divine  grace.— 


nation  not  to  be  pleased  with  any  thing;  yet  sinners  Christ  died  for  us?  Has  he 
f  can  say.  I  do  not  expect  that  my  fee-}  not  sworn  by  himself  that  unto  him  every 
ble  voice  will  penetrate  the  gloomy  cells)  knee  shall  bow  and  every  tongue  shall 
«f  superstition,  or  arrest  the  progress  of  j  sw'oar,  surely  shall  say  in  tlie  l.ord  have 
fanaticism.  I  only  expect  to  be  able,!  I  righteousness  and  strength  ?  Has  he  not 
with  the  blessing  of  God,  to  guard  my  '  declared  that  it  is  his  purpose  to  gather  j  One  would  think,  on  hearing  the  story, 
•wn  friends  against  those  evils  to  which  I  together  ill  one  all  things  in  Christ? —  that  a  great  and  decisive  victory  had 
others  have  fallen  victims.  In  order  to;  How,  then,  can  we  say  that  he  is  incli-  been  obtained  over  the  jiowers  of  dark- 
do  this,  I  speak  in  a  manner  to  be  under- 1  ned  to  torment  his  offspring  eternally, 
stood  by  men  and  women  cf  sense. — '  without  virtually  impeaching  his  charac- 
My  text  leads  me  to  speak  of  the  [  ter?  And  how  can  the  character  of  God 
conduct  of  those  who  trouble  man-  be  impeached,  without  destroying  the 
kind — it  is  not  n»y  intention  to  make  an  confidence,  the  hopes,  and  the  happiness 
application  of  the  subject  to  any  particu-  of  his  dependent  beings  ?  And  yet,  there 


Now  supposing  the  fact  were  just  a*  it 
is  represented,  wliat  would  it  amount  to? 
Simply  this — that  some  person  who  had 
once  cherished  the  hope  that  all  men  will 
be  saved,  had,  unfortunately,  been  dc- 
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privet!  of  it,  and  become  greatly  appre-| 
hensivt!  that  his  own  soul,  as  well  as  those,! 
of  other  people,  will  be  damned  to  all 
eternity.  It  would  only  prove  that  some 
professed  disciple  of  Christ  had  troubled,] 
somebody,  by  his  perversions  of  that’; 
gospel  which  is  good  news  of  great  joy! 
for  all  people.  And  we  need  not  be  sur-l 
prised  at  such  an  event;  for  people  in 
the  days  of  Paul  were  troubled  in  the 
same  way,  by  similar  means,  and  similar  ' 
persons. 

3.  There  be  some  that  trouble  man¬ 
kind  by  creeping  into  Htmilies  unawares, 
and  making  use  of  improper  means  to 
obtain  converts  to  their  creeds  and  doc-J 
trines.  j 

No  man  ever  entertained  a  higher  res¬ 
pect  for  the  female  character  than  St. 
Paul  did,  when  he  spoke  about  silly  “wo-^ 
men”  being  led  away  capti\’e  in  theirj 
sins.  Indeed,  we  ought  to  make  a  dis-^ 
tinction  between  those  who  are  justly | 
regarded  as  examples  of  all  that  is  amia¬ 
ble  in  human  nature,  and  that  |)ortiou 
which  the  apostle  denominates  “silly  wo¬ 
men.”  The  very  fact  that  he  found  it 
expedient  to  designate  some  by  these  ap¬ 
pellations,  argues  that  others  of  the  sex 
were  wise  and  virtuous.  And  it  should  _ 
be  remembered  by  us  all,  that  there  are 
silly  men,  as  well  as  silly  women.  And, 
•II,  whether  men  or  women,  whose  weak-* 
ness  of  mind  exposes  them  to  the  evil  of 
being  “led  away”  by  the  craft  or  policy 
of  the  designing,  ought  to  be  regarded^ 
svith  commiseration,  rather  than  with  en-] 
vy  or  contempt.  , 

But  it  is  a  fact,  as  much  now  as  it  ever 
was,  that  professed  teachers  of  the  gospel 
do  “creep  into  houses”  to  gain  converts;! 
and  it  is  just  as  true,  that  unfair,  and 
even  disgraceful  means,  are  sometimes 
used,  to  bring  both  males  and  females 
under  the  influence  of  “another  gospel” 
beside  that  which  has  just  been  consid¬ 
ered. 

Instances  have  been  known  in  whicb| 
persons  of  this  description  have  intruded 
themselves,  unasked,  into  the  dvvcllings, 
of  respectable  people;  and,  in  which  they' 
have  taught  the  younger  members  of  the, 
family  to  disregard  the  advice  and  coun-^ 
sel  of  their  parents,  and  have  used  Ian-, 
guage  unbecoming  the  gentleman  or  the, 
Christian.  And  among  the  evils  entailed: 
upon  community,  it  is  not  the  least,  that 
the  old  story  of  endless  hell  torments 
has  been  dwelt  upon  again  and  again,' 
M  if  that  doctrine  were  the  beginning, 
middle,  and  end  of  the  plan  of  salvation. 

I  know  of  parents  in  this  town  who 
have  been  troubled  by  intrusions  of  this 
kind.  I  know  of  mothers,  whose  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  wrought  ujion  by  these 
means — I  know  of  husbands,  whose 


wives  have  been  virtually  told,  if  not  in 
so  many  words,  not  to  be  influenced  bv 
the  arguments  and  advice  of  their  lawful  ,' 
protectors.  | 

I  am  aware  that  it  may  be  thought  un-  j 
becoming  in  me  to  mention  these  things|| 
—  I  may  be  told  that  I  ought  not  to  con¬ 
cern  myself  about  matters  of  this  sort. — ' 
But  the  question  W’ith  every  honest  man 
ought  to  be — not  whether  the  speaker  isi 
severe  or  not — but  are  these  things  so  P 
And  if  they  are,  what  measures  shall  i 
be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  such  imposi-, 
tions  ?  [i 

We  are  often  told  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
ministers  to  expose  the  vices  of  mankind;  > 
and  what  can  be  more  vicious  than  thejl 
conduct  of  those  who  would  sow  the  seeds 
of  disafiection  in  families,  and  prowl 
around  the  domestic  altar,  to  seize  upon'i 
the  interesting  and  lovely  members  of 
(he  little  circle  in  which  are  garnered  up  | 
our  best  and  holiest  affections  ?  What  sin  | 
can  be  greater  than  that  of  alienating  the  i 
affections  of  the  wife  from  her  husband  ?| 
Or  what  is  there  beneath  the  canopy  of' 
heaven,  that  more  deserves  reprehension,  i 
than  the  conduct  of  those  who  would  rob 
mankind  of  their  coBfidence  in  God,  and 
^  cause  the  people  to  take  up  their  lamen¬ 
tations,  while  all  creation  is  smiling 
around  them  ? 

j  But  it  may  be  said  those  whose  con-  i 
duct  we  condemn  are  no  doubt  conscien¬ 
tious,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  treated! 

I  charitably.  They  may  be  so — and  they 
■may  not  be  so.  We  judge  not  their 
;  hearts  ;  we  only  judge  them  by  their 
fruits.  If  they  are  conscientious,  they  ^ 
are  deplorably  ignorant,  and  then  our 
I  instructions  are  the  more  necessary — ' 
but  if  they  are  not  conscientious,  the' 
greater  is  their  condemnation.  It  is 
enough  for  us  to  say  that  “there  be  some 
that  trouble  you,  and  would  pervert  the 
gospel  of  Christ;”  and  instances  have; 
been  mentioned  to  illustrate  the  fact. 

To  sum  up  all  that  need  be  said  on  this 
topic  in  few  words,  it  may  be  observed,; 
that  there  are  those  who  seem  to  think 
that  religion  cannot  be  obtained,  but  by 
passing  through  some  fiery  trial;  andj 
hence  they  make  it  their  business,  to  pro¬ 
duce  alarm,  and  excite  fear  in  the  minds 
of  sinners,  that  they  may  afterwards  ob-' 
tain  a  hope. 

I  No  one  ean  estimate  more  highly  than 
myself,  the  Christian  hope.  Let  what 
will  be  taken  from  me,  O,  give  me  this 
hope,  and  my  soul  shall  be  satisfied.  But 
how  it  can  be  necessary  for  people  to  be 
greatly  alarmed,  and  troubled,  in  order  to 
obtain  this  hope,  I  am  unable  to  tell.  I 
I  should  as  soon  think  of  getting  to  Boston, 
'by  way  of  the  Canadas,  as  of  obtaining  a 
hope  in  God,  through  the  medium  of  con¬ 


cern  of  mind  for  my  soul’s  welfare  !  The 
best  hope  I  know  of>  is  the  hope  of  im¬ 
mortality  ;  the  only  "'^y  to  obtain  it,  is 
to  become  acquainte<^  witii  God  and  his 
designs. 

But  what,  it  may  be  asked,  can  be  the 
object  of  those  who  “preach  another  gos¬ 
pel,”  and,  by  perverting  the  truth,  trou¬ 
ble  mankind  ?  They  must  be  governed 
by  some  motive,  and  what  is  it  ? 

In  reply  let  us  be  charitable.  We  will 
admit  that  their  object  is  to  save  the  souls 
of  mankind  ;  for  this  is  what  they  tell 
us.  But  is  it  not  perfectly  evident  that 
this  is  an  unworthy  motive  ?  From  vvhoin, 
and  from  what,  do  they  expect  to  saV'C 
mankind  ?  From  God  and  his  vengeance? 
And  this,  the  most  charitable  construc¬ 
tion  that  can  be  put  upon  their  conduct, 
compels  us  to  believe,  and  requires  that 
we  should  say,  that  they  think  them¬ 
selves,  and  wish  to  have  others  consider 
them,  more  benevolent  and  more  anxi¬ 
ous,  to  save  mankind,  (ban  the  very  God 
of  our  salvation.  Why  do  they  not  con¬ 
tent  themselves  with  preaching  the  good¬ 
ness  and  tender  mercy  of  God  ?  Why 
will  they  not  proclaim  the  gospel  of  Je¬ 
sus  Chri.st  ?  Why  should  theyesteesa 
their  creeds  and  dogmas  of  greater  impor¬ 
tance  than  that  love  which  is  without 
dissimulation  ? 

But,  brethren,  we  cannot  prize  too 
highly  the  privilege  we  enjoy  of  reading 
for  ourselves.  We  have  the  Bible  in  our 
own  houses,  we  ean  read  it  for  ourselves, 
and  in  that  venerated  book,  we  have  the 
record  of  eternal  life.  So  long  as  we  are 
armed  with  the  sword  of  the  spirit  (which 
is  the  word  of  God)  we  need  not  be 
afraid.  I  w'ould,  therefore,  recommend 
to  all,  both  young  and  old,  to  make  them¬ 
selves  acquainted  with  the  mind  and  will 
of  God,  that  they  may  be  effectually 
guarded  against  the  cunning  craftiness  of 
those  who  lie  in  wait  to  deceive. 

It  is  from  the  want  of  information,  that 
so  many  are  troubled  by  the  popular  per¬ 
versions  of  the  gospel.  As  knowledge 
spreads  abroad,  the  excitements,  &  trou¬ 
bles,  the  fears  and  doubts  of  mankind 
will  cease  ;  and  the  souls  will  repose  in 
the  embrace  of  the  Abrahamic  faith  ;  and 
cherish  hope  towards  God,  which  all  ra¬ 
tional  beings  allow. 

!  And  more  especially,  ought  we  to  re¬ 
joice,  that  we  live  in  an  age  and  country 
■in  which  the  pure  principles  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  are  beginning  to  prevail.  The  un¬ 
holy  charm,  which,  for  ages,  held  the 
world  in  bondage  is  broken  ;  and  though 
the  remnants  of  superstition  remain,  we 
shall,  in  due  time,  be  effectually  emanci- 
Ipated.  Light  has  already  visited  the  dark 
i  corners  of  the  earth,  and  those  who  now 
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“sit  in  diirl  iii'iS''’  yd  sec  the  sun  of 
righteousness  and  rejoice. 

13ut  >ve  have  soinetliing  to  learn,  and 
«onietfiing  to  do.  AVe  have  to  learn  what 
is  for  the  best  interest  of  human  kind  ; 
and  then  we  must  do  what  ran  he  done, 
for  U>e  promotion  of  tlieir  happiness. — 
Without  a  iloiibt,  the  gospel  ol  a  risen 
and  glorified  Redeemer  is  designed  to 
meliorate  the  condition  of  mankind.  It 
is  our  privilege,  and  our  duty,  to  guard 
U  against  its  enemies,  and  purify  it  from 
its  corruptions.  This  can  best  be  done 
by  carrying  its  pure  and  holy  principles 
in, to  practice. 

Believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  gjace  of 
God,  is  displayed  in  the  covenant  of  re¬ 
demption,  is  intended  and  calculated  to 
pave  raakind  from  their  sins,  it  becomes 
us  to  guard  ourselves  against  the  corrup¬ 
tions  of  truth,  which,  by  perpetu?rting  ig¬ 
norance,  cause  vice  to  flourish  in  the 
yi’orld,  and  thus  bring  trouble  ujron  the 
children  of  ipen,  While,  therefore,  with 
one  hand  we  expose  the  errors  of  our  fel¬ 
low  crepturcs,  let  us  with  the  other,  se¬ 
cure  to  ourselves  and  fellotv  beings,  the 
blessings  of  virtue,  which  flow  from  an 
acquaintance  with  the  truth,  as  it  is  in 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 


C.U.VINISTS  .\NI)  MF.TIIODISTS. 


In  tire  formation  of  their  great  National 
Societies,  the  Calvinists  professed  a  mar¬ 
vellous  liberality  towards  other  ecatiytli-' 
zed  Christians,  such  as  Methodists,  Bap¬ 
tists,  Episcopalians,  &c.  These  deuomi-' 
nations 'made  common  cause  with  them, 
and  for  a  time  every  thing  went  on  swim¬ 
mingly.  “Union  and  brotherly  love” 
was  the  motto  inscribed  on  their  stand¬ 
ard,  to  decoy  others  to  tlieir  ranks.  At 
length,  however,  the  Methodists,  disgust-; 
ed  with  the  overbearing  and  hauglity 
conduct  of  the  Calvinists,  withdrew  from  ' 
them,  and  established  their  own  Tract,  I 
Sunday  School  and  Missionary  Socie¬ 
ties.  i 

The  “New  Vprk  Evangelist”  has  re- 
neiitly  come  out  with  a  violent  phillippic 
against  them,  on  account  of  their  seces-i 
sion,  headed,  “What  do  they  gain  by  it^” 
The  Editors  of  the  “Christian  Advo¬ 
cate  and  Journal”  have  replied  with  a 
ftignifled  rirm,ness  and  plainness,  if  thei 
Calvinists  are  not  utterly  past  feeling, 
we  think  they  must  feel  sensibly  the  rod 
which  has  been  applied  to  them.  An  i 
extract  from  this  reply  will  be  found  be- 1 
low.  ! 


“In  truth  we  think  we  have  gained  j 
“much  every  way.”  We  havn  learned 
that  at  least  some  of  those  who  have  long 
sounded  upon  the  word  union,  and  har])- 
ed  upon  the  sweet  word  brotherly  love, ' 
with  a  view  to  amalgamize  all  denomi-i. 


nations  of  chiisfians  in  one  general  mass, 
as  soon  as  they  find  lliemsi  ]vcs  deleated 
in  tlieir  designs,  I'an  exhibit  all  the  bit-  j 
torncss  of  sectarian  bigotry,  and  all  llie 
rancour  of  disapjxiintcd  amLLtlon,  towards 
tliosc  who  presume  to  think  and  act  for|i 
tbeiiisclves.  Hence  we  have  gained  a 
knowledge  of  the  melancholy  fact,  that 
liowever  many  Bibles  and  Testaments 
we  may  dLslribute  among  the  poor  and 
needy,  however  many  tracts  we  may  cir¬ 
culate,  or  Sunday  Schools  we  may  es¬ 
tablish,  so  long  as  wo  refuse  to  jdough 
with  their  heifi  r,  or  to  “grind  at  tlieir 
iiiill”— that  while  there  was  a  hope  in¬ 
dulged  that  we  as  a  people  might  he 
brought  into  tlio  great  national  societies, 
with  atl  our  heterodoxy,  “cunning  artifi¬ 
ces,”  and  “eoiileinpt  of  scripture  testi¬ 
mony,”  we  might  he  liailed  as  the  most 
welcome  auxiliaries  ;  ljul  that  no  sooner 
do  wc  begin  to  act  for  ourselves,  than  we 
are  followed  with  the  most  reckless  op¬ 
position  round  the  continent  by  most  of 
the  religious  periodicals  in  the  Calvinis- 
tic  and  Ilopkinsian  ii  lerest.  And  tho’ 
this  be  the  knowledge  of  evil  rather  than 
good,  since  it  must  needs  exist,  we  think  ; 
we  are  gainers  by  coming  to  the  know-| 
ledge  of  it,  notw  itiistuiiding  it  can  add  ' 
nothing  to  our  pleasure  ;  for  if  we  must 
have  enemies,  w’o  like  to  know  who  they 
are,  and  by  what  means  tliey  attempt  to 
injure  us.  By  this  means  also  we  have 
gained  a  tlioroiigli  knowledge  of  the  mu¬ 
tations  to  wliicli  mankind  arc  liable,  and 
the  necessity  of  guarding,  as  much  as 
possible  against  their  deleterious  conse¬ 
quences.  And  if  this  lesson  sliould  teach 
us  more  sensibly  than  ever  the  futility 
of  “putting  our  trust  in  an  arm  of  llesh,”  ; 
and  the  necessity  of  more  humbly  and  i 
confidently  relying  upon  “the  God  of  our, 
strength,”  we  shall  have  gained  muchi 
for  which  wc  ouglit  to  be  thankful.”  I 

ORTHODOX  VS.  CATHOLICS.  1 
Our  brethren  the  Orthodox  scold  thcj 
Roman  Catholics  prodigioiislv  for  whati 
they  regard  as  high  misdemeanors.  If; 
the  Catholics  send  Missionaries  to  the  I 
Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  it  is  highly  I 
wrong.  If  the  Pope  makes  a  donation  to  | 
support  his  cause  in  America,  it  is  a  high¬ 
ly  alarming  thing.  If  a  Catholic  teaches 
his  children  the  Catechism  prescribed  by 
bis  church,  nothing  is  more  calculated  to 
“lead  it  passively  in  the  broad  road  to 
death,  and  hood-winked,  sink  it  down  to 
eternal  perdition.”  If  the  orthodox  do! 
these  things,  it  is  all  right ;  God  will  ap¬ 
prove  them  for  it,  and  heaven  shall  be 
their  reward.  Ah  1  in  truth,  they  are 
tlie  only  perfect  people  on  earth.  What 
is  wrong  in  oUicrs  is  right  in  them. — 
“Wisdom  shall  die  with  them.”  These 


remarks  have  been  drawn  out  by  Ilje 
follo^viIlg  scraj)  from  the  IJoston  liecordtr. 

1  Trumpet. 

“Of  all  Religionists,  the  Catholics  by 
long  e.xpcricnce,  best  understand  the  ye- 
ry  string  that  can  successfully  draw  tjie 
net,  by  which  the  human  heart  is  taken. 
Through  the  aid  of  catechisms,  the  niin.^s 
of  their  children  are  early  imbued  with 
the  doctrines  of  their  clnirch  ;  and  when 
once  thus  imbued  w  ith  Catholic  lore, 
Catholics  they  will  live,  and  Catholics 
they  w  ill  die.  If  by  early  instruction  in 
the  mummeries  of  tlieir  church,  they  cap 
take  the  mind  of  man  captive,  a;id  lead  it 
passively  in  the  broad  road  to  death,  apd 
iiood-w  inked,  sink  it  down'  to  eternal 
perdition;  what  may  we  not  expect  that 
i!ailv  insfriution  will  do,  in  princijiles 
developed  in  their  length  and  breadth, 
w  hifli  are  pure  and  iindefiled  before  God! 
VV'ill  not  such  instruction  become  the 
guide  of  yontb,  and  the  pole-stgr  of  riper 
years  {  Will  it  not,  through  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  w  hich  is  promised,  be¬ 
come  a  lamp  to  a  man’s  feet  here  in  life, 
and  a  beacon  in  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death  ?” 


1  MIT  ATL  GOD, 

Our  Saviour  gave  tliis  direction  to  liis  dinciplci: 
“  15c  yc  tliorfd'orc  perfect,  even  as  your  Father 
whicli  is  in  Heaven  i.s  perfect.”  Many  dcscrip. 
li()ns  have  been  pivrii  of  GfKt’s  character;  vw 
shall  now  niiticc  cnily  three: 

1.  It  has  iH'en  .“aid  that  God,  from  all  eternity, 
without  regard  to  faith,  works,  or  eonditiuni, 
eleeted  a  part  of  mankind  to  everlasting  life,  and 
roprohatf'd  the  remainder  to  endless  misery.  The 
eh;et  he  loves  ;  bestows  hles.“ings  on  them  in  this 
life;  anil  will  grant  them  endless  happiness  in 
the  next.  The  reprobate  he  hates  ;  if  he*  bestows 
on  them  any  good  thing  here,  it  is  only  to  aggra¬ 
vate  tlieir  final  doom,  whirli  sliuil  l>e  endless  tor¬ 
ment.  How  would  the  cliaraeter  of  a  man  ap¬ 
pear,  wlio  should  thus  deal  with  hi3  children? 
Vet  this  eondiiet  should  be  imitated  hy  all  who 
verily  believe  God  conducts  thus. 

2.  it  luus  been  said  that  God  loves  all  men,  and 
has  made  salvation  possible  for  all:  hut  at  the 
same  time  has  given  to  men  an  “agency”  vvliich 
ho  fully  knows  will  hinder  the  salvation  of  many. 
Let  a  man  eonduet  thus;  let  him  profess  to  love 
all  his  children,  nnd  to  desire  the  continuation  of 
their  lives:  at  the  same  time  let  him  give  them 
food,  which  he  knows  they  love,  in  which  he  has 
mingled  so  much  poison  that  he  knows  it  vvill 
destroy  the  lives  of  one  half  the  numher.  This 
\),'ou!d  bn  (iod-like — if  tho  conduct  of  God  be 
such  us  has  been  represented.  Hut  God,hke  or 
not,  such  conduct  would  be  rewarded  by  our  ma¬ 
gistrates  with  hanging. 

3.  It  has  been  said  that  God  loves  all  meij ;  i« 
good  unto  all,  and  his  tender  mercies  are  oyer  all 
his  works  :  that  he  bestows  all  the  good  men  en¬ 
joy  in  this  life,  and  that  he  not  only  -desires, 
hut  vvill  assuredly  accomplish,  the  everlasting 
salvation  of  the  whole  liiiman  family.  I.ct  man 
imitate  this  character.  He  need  not  hate  any 
one  ;  his  benevolence  may  extend  not  only  to  all 
his  own  family,  hut  to  the  whole  human  race,  and 
by  exorcising  this  benevolence  he  imitates  God. 

Reader,  which  character,  think  you,  should 
man  imitate,  to  become  holy  ?  Think  of  these 
things.  Remember  it  is  your  duty  to  bocoino 
perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in  Heavea 
is  perfect. — Trumpet, 
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UTICA,  SATURDAY,  OCT.  16, 1830. 


NOTICES. 

E.  W'eHington  expects  to  preach  at  Lisle 
to-morrow,  17tli  inst. ;  and  at  South  Newber- 
lin  the  following  Sabbath. 

Br.  S.  K.  Smith  will  preach  in  Marshall,  at  the 
School  House  near  Capt.  S.  Hubbard’s,  on  the 
4th  Sunday  inst.  and  a  lecture  in  Hanover  Meet¬ 
ing  House,  tho  same  evening. 

DEDICATION. 

The  Universnlist  Meeting  House  lately  ereett  d 
at  Westbrook,  Me.  was  dedicated  to  the  worship 
of  God,  on  Wednesday  9th  ult.  Sermon  by  Br. 
W.  I.  Reese,  of  Portland,  from  Ps.  cl.  5. 


soe  and  feci  that  it  would  be  just  in  God  to  damn ,  gather  together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  both 
you  to  all  eternity?”  No,  said  the  ladv,  ll'whichare  in  heaven,  upd  which  are  on  earth; 
'rw  II  au  *  «rfn  in  him.”  In  this  pasBage  the  apostle  has 

must  confess  I  never  was.  “Ah  well,  then,  you;  asgoeiated  the  purport,  iciU  and  God  ; 

haveneverknown  what  the  true,  saving  and  sane- 1  to  shew  that  he  had  purposed  whatever  was  his 
tif3ing  grace  of  God  is.”  Why,  Sir,  were  you  ever  *oili  and  pleasure ;  and  he  asserts  that  it  was  God’s 

brought  to  see  and  feel  the  justice  of  God  in  your'  g**''®*;  “f 

^  ^  m  X  s/  s  This  samc  apostle  tells  us  that  “  there  la  no  eon- 

eternal  damnation  ?  ^  O  yes,  I  have  seen  that  it|  jemnation  to  them  that  arc  in  Christ,”  &c.  That 


NEW  MEETING  HOUSE. 

•The  Univcrsalists  in  Hudson,  N.  II.  arc  about 
to  erect  a  house  of  public  worship  in  that  town. 

ORIGINAL  ANECDOTES. 

K  ujoci  orthodo.x  deacon,  io  New,  Hampshire, 
.a  few  yc  irs  since,  attended  a  conference  meeting, 
and  after  the  introductory  services,  arose  and 
commenced  telling  the  congregation  how  wicked 
lie  was  at  heart,  (a  practice  by  the  bye  which  cer¬ 
tain  religionists  fre<iucntiy  indulge  in  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  it  would  seem,  of  making  people  believe 
they  are  very  pious  and  good,  and  give  evidence 
of  true  penitence  and  humility ;  (fur  they  always 
mean  to  be  understood  directly  the  reverse  of 
what  they  say.)  “  I  daily  do,”  said  he,  “  what  I 
uHght  not  to  do,  and  leave  undone  what  it  is  my 
duty  to  perform — my  heart  is  deceitful  above  all 
things  and  desperately  wicked.”  “.Inien,”  cried 
a  voice  in  the  back  part  of  the  house.  The  dea¬ 
con  paused  about  two  minutes,  and  proceeded — 
“My  heart  I  know  is  totally  depraved,  wholly  in¬ 
clined  to  every  thing  bad  and  altogether  opposed 
to  every  thing  good.”  “Jimen  to  that,''  cried  out 
the  voice  again.  Hero  tho  deacon  made  a  long 
pause,  and  looked  around  for  about  five  minutes; 
but  hearing  nothing  further  and  seeing  no  stir  he 
resumed  the  thread  of  his  discourse  as  follows — 
“It  seems  as  if  aln/ighty  grace  could  never  con¬ 
quer  so  vile  a  heart 
of  mercy,  indeed 
I  am  so  great  a  sinner  it  seems  as  if  the  earth 
would  sink  with  my  crimes — it  seems  as  if  noth¬ 
ing  was  too  bad  for  mo  to  do” — “  ,iintn  to  that, 
Deaesu  Pilishury,  and  all  your  neighbors  think  so 
loo,”  cried  out  a  Stentorian  voice,  the  third  time. 
The  deacon  finding  his  neighbors  too  much  in¬ 
clined  to  believe  his  statements  relative  to  his  own 
character,  sat  down  and  remained  silent  till  the 
meeting  was  dismissed. 

Reflection.  How  many  religionists  there  arc 
who  would  esteem  it  a  libel  on  their  character 
should  their  neighbors  represent  them  as  they  re¬ 
present  themselves. 


would  be  perfectly  just  and  right  should  God 
doom  my  soul  to  hell  for  ever :  yes,  I  have  even 
seen  the  justice  of  Go<l  so  clear  in  my  condemna¬ 
tion  that  1  could  truly  say  I  was  icUiing  to  be 
damned  for  the  glory  of  God.”  What  do  you' 
suppose,  said  the  lady,  is  the  employment  of  the 
damned  in  lidl  ?  “  Why,  madam,  they  arc  em¬ 
ployed  in  cursing  and  blaspheming  God’s  name! 
for  ever.”  “  And  you.  Sir,  were  brought  to  feel  ■ 
willing  to  curst  and  blaspheme  God’s  holy  name  to 
all  eternilfi,  were  you  7  and  this  willingness  to  be 


“  if  any  man  be  in  Christ  he  is  a  new  creature.** 
See  Rom.  viiL  1,  and  2  Cor.  v.  17.  From  these 
declarations  it  appears  plain  to  mo  that  all  the 
human  family,  according  to  God’s  purpose,  are  to 
be  in  Christ,  delivered  from  condemnation,  ami 
made  new  creatures.  This  appears  to  be  the  sal¬ 
vation  which  Christ  came  to  e^ct:  and  possess¬ 
ing  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  “  he  shall  not 
fail  nor  be  discouraged :”  lor  none  can  stajr  the 
hand  of  Omnipotence ! 

In  Eph.  i.  1 1,  the  apostle  informs  us  that  “God 
worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  eira 
will.”  From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  will  and 


,  .  „  .  1  I  -  ,  !  counsel  (or  puriiose)  of  God  are  inseparable, 

engaged  m  endless  blasphemies  you  esteemed  an  jt  fallows,  that  whatever  God  ■■  '  ’ ' 


evidence  of  reconciliktion  to  God  The  man  was 
speechless. 

(iucry.  Is  it  possible  that  the  ortliorlox  under¬ 
stand  the  import  and  tendency  of  their  own  sys¬ 
tem? 


vfilis,  is  hia 

pwpose.  In  order,  therefore,  to  understand  the 
extent  of  (iod’s  saving  purpose,  we  may  considt 
1  Tim.  ii.  4,  “Who  will  have  all  men  to  be  save^ 
and  come  unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.”  Now 
if  the  will  and  counsel  (or  purpose)  of  God  are  in 
harmony,  and  God  worketh  ail  things  after  the 
counsel  of  his  own  will,  is  it  possible  for  rational 
beings  to  be  furnished  with  testimony  more  com¬ 
petent  to  tho  proof  of  universal  s.alvation?  In  1 
Tiip-  iv.  10,  tho  apostle  asserts  that  the  “  living 
God  is  tbe  Saviour  of  all  men,  especially  of  thoeo 
that  believe.” 

I  ipay  DOW  appeal  to  the  membera  of  thia 
I  church,  for  a  conflrmation  (which  they  must  have 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

We  have  received  (with  the  request  to  publisli) 
the  following  correspondence  which  passed  be¬ 
tween  an  individual  member  and  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Linlithgow  in  Columbia  co.  N.  Y.  about 

ten  years  ago.  It  is  unaccompanied  by  any  com-,  , 

,  ,  •  r  1  u  .u  '.found  in  their  owe  experience)  of  the  truth  of  part 

ments  or  remarks;  nor  arc  we  informed  whether |.^f  declaration,  “eapccially  of  those  that^ 
the  subject  of  it  continued  a  member  and  retained ;  Ijeve.”  Do  vou  not  enjoy  a  special,  or  present 
ibis  standing  in  the  cluirch,  or  withdrew,  or  was salvation ?  If  you  arc  true  believers  in  Christ,  I 
excommunicated.  It  was  at  an  early  day  of  the  Adow  Jod  ^q.  Is  not  this  then  an  “earnest”  or 
,  /.  WT  I-  *  au  4  •  a  \  a  striKinff  evidence,  to  you,  of  the  truth  and  rcoli- 

prevalence  of  L  niversahsm  in  that  region ;  and  j  whole  of  this  passage  7  and  if  you  are 

the  clergyman  docs  not  seem  to  understand,  either ;  satisfied  of  its  truth,  I  ask,  how  is  it  pqsrible  for 
the  doctrine,  or  the  course  which  he  must  pursue 
relative  to  it.  The  letters  from  the  member  will 
be  found  very  interesting. 

LETTER  I. 

ro  THE  COSSISTORT  OF  LIJJLITIICOW  CHURCH. 

Livingston,  Sept  29th,  1320. 


God  to  be  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  and  damn  even 
one  tadividual  of  them  to  the  endless  age  of  eter¬ 
nity?  I  shall  simply  cite  you  to  a  few  more  tes¬ 
timonies,  to  which  you  may  refer,  wKlioul  quo¬ 
ting  them  at  large — Pa.  xxii.  27 ;  Isa.  xxv.  6, 7,  9 ; 
xxvii.  12,  13;  xxxi.  5,  6,  7,  and  xxxv.  10;  Lam. 
iii.  31, 32,  33.  These  I  have  selected  from  a  mul¬ 
titude  which  speak  the  same  language.  I  will 
Dearly  beloved  Brethren — Having  for  a  con-'  add  but  three  more — Rom.  v.  18-21 ;  1  John  iv. 
sidcrable  time  walked  in  Christian  fellowship  with;  14;  1  Cor.  xv.  21,  22.  For  the  nature  of  this 
you,  exercising  the  common  faith  of  the  church,  life,  consult  the  remainder  of  this  chapter.  It  is 
and,  through  the  grace  of  God,  been  enabled  so  possible  that  some  may  reply,  “  there  arc  threat- 
to  conduct  as  not  to  merit  or  receive  censure  ■  enings  which  disprove  tliis  doctrine.”  But  are 

irt  as  mine _ it  wilt  he  a  mlnrle !  from  lay  brethren  Oil  account  of  my  moral  de-  i  not  all  tlic  threatenings  founded  upon  the  aiithor- 

iri  as  mine  win  ne  a  miracic  iP  jpy  j  p^e  law  designed  to 

,  It  1  am  ever  saved  from  ncll  j  pleased  God  to  grant  me  further  discoveries  invalidate  the  truth  of  his  promises?  Hear  what 
of  his  grace,  and  enable  me  to  embrace,  in  the  the  apostle  saith  on  this  subject:  “  Is  tfie  |a«r 
arms  of  my  faith,  tlio  whole  family  of  man,  as  the ,  then  against  the  promises  of  Go<l  ?  God  forbid,” 
subjects  of’  his  grace,  and  the  AeiVs  of  his  divine.  Tfio  threatenings  may  be  terincd  the  very  vowe 
promise  in  Clirist.  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  of  the  law:  and  if  the  law  is  not  against  tlm 
fctdinffiJ  wliich  these  enlarged  views  of  the  plan  I  promises  of  God,  its  voice  can  in  no  wise  impair 
of  salvation  have  already  excited  in  the  minus  of  the  truth  and  faithfulness  of  those  divine  prom- 
niy  lirelhrcn;  neitlicr  am  I  unapprised  that  thej'iscs. 

church  of  which  I  am  at  present  a  member  enter-'  These  scriptures  and  remarks,  I  now  submit 
tain  suspicious  views  towards  me.  Still  1  feel  iti  for  the  consideration  of  the  church,  humbly  pray- 
a  duty,  not  only  to  lay  before  you  my  sincere  re-|  ing  the  God  of  all  grace  to  direct  and  instruct 
ligious  faith,  but  to  submit  lor  your  consideration!  them  in  the  knowledge  of  his  ways,  and  bring 
alew  of  the  evidences  which  have  induced  such!  them  all  to  the  acknowledgment  of  his  saving 
a  belief.  If  I  mistake  not,  our  Rev.  Pastor  stated, !  truth  as  it  is  in  Chnst  Jesus.  It  becomes  my  du- 
in  conversation  with  me,  that  if  the  salvation  of  ty  to  state  to  the  members  of  tlic  church,  that  I 
all  men  was  any  where  in  the  scriptures  declared  will  fellowship  them  as  brethren  in  the  Lord  ;  and 
to  be  God’s  purpose,  it  must  be  admitted  by  all.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether  they  fellowship  nw  as  a 
shall  therefore  proceed  to  lay  before  you  a  few,,  believer  in  the  gospel:  and  whether,  as  a  member 
quotations  from  the  divintx  testimony.  In  Eph.  i.  j  of  this  church,  they  feel  free  to  join  with  me  in  the 
9,  10,  we  read  that  “Having  made  known  unto  fellowship  of  church  ordinances,  particularly  that 
us  the  mystery  of  his  will,  according  lo  his  good  of  tbe  Lord’s  Supper.  If  you,  brethren,  feel  strait- 


A  Presbyterian  gentleman,  in  conversation  with 
a  Vnircrsalist  lady,  after  catechising  her  on  the 


Subject  of  her  faith  and  experience  for  some  time, !  pleasure  which  he  hath  purposed  in  himself,  that  enetl  within  yourselves,  and  cannot  extend  to  lo* 
Mked  the  quosUon,  “  Were  you  ever  hrouglil  to  In  the  dispcasalioo  of  the  fulness  of  times  he  might  •  the  fellowship  of  church  communion,  I  hare  ■tiU 
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one  favor  to  ask  ;  and  that  wliich  common  jus-  [ 
tice  dictates ;  namely,  that  you  absolve  me  from 
all  allepancc  and  obligation  to  this  church,  that  I  > 
njay  stand  upon  the  same  ground,  as  to  my  moral  ' 
character,  that  I  did  at  the  time  I  was  proposed , 
to  become  a  member  of  this  church. 

That  grace,  mercy  and  truth  may  be  richly  shed  ■ 
abroad  in  your  hearts,  and  prorluce  peace  and  joy  i 
by  believing  in  God’s  endless  and  boundless  love 
to  each  individual  of  our  race;  may  the  light  of  ' 
his  holy  spirit  guide  you  in  the  right  way,  and  the 
influence  of  nmceming  grace  purify  you  from  all : 
sin.  Ansel  McKiss-rar. 

LF.TTER  n.  I 

REPLY— (not  dated.)  I 

Dear  Sir — Your  lengthy  epistle  has  been  re- , 
ceived,  and  read  before  the  Consistory.  To  re-  j 
ceive  interpretations  and  explanations  of  scripture  , 
from  an  individual  member,  is  what  we  are  unac-  | 
cuatomed  to.  \Vc  believe  you  ought  first  to  learn  i 
iiefore  you  undertake  to  teach.  The  passages  of| 
scripture  you  quote,  you  don’t  unilerstand,  or  you  ; 
would  not  dare  thus  to  pervert  them,  | 

We  are  persuadcsl  you  are  endeavoring  to  im-  ■ 

bibc  erroneous  views  of  religion.  We  would  af-  j 
fecUonatcly  exhort  you  to  beware — if  you  wish  i 
for  information,  apply  to  your  Pastor,  before  you  | 
form  an  opinion. 

As  to  your  membership  and  desire  to  unite 
with  us,  as  a  brother,  we  will  not  at  present  re-  | 
fuse  you,  believing  your  errors  proceed  not  from  | 
the  heart — and  that  if  you  arc  indeed  seeking  light  j 
a  proper  manner,  you  will  return  io  and  abide  j 
^  that  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.  i 

In  behalf  of  Consistory,  J 

Your  sincere  friend  and  Pastor,  j 

A-  N,  Kittle,  j 

LETTER  III.  j 

October  23th,  1820.  j 

Rev.  Sir — Your  letter  in  behalf  of  the  Consisto- 1 
ry  of  Linlithgow  church  is  receiveil,  and  hereby 
acknowledged.  I  was  not  a  little  surprised,  that 
after  the  church  had  agreed  to  continue  me  in  fel- ' 
lowshtp,  and  admit  me  to  the  privilege  of  church 
communion,  that  direct  charges  should  have  been  ^ 
preferred  against  me  in  your  letter ;  charges  | 
which  I  consider  both  unreasonable  and  unchari¬ 
table.  Permit  me.  Rev.  Sir,  to  inquire,  how  could 
you,  or  the  church,  ftIUnoslup  me  as  a  Christian, 
and  suffer  me  to  participate  with  you  in  the  ordi¬ 
nance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  if  you  werepersuad- ' 
od  that  I  had  departed  from  the  Christian  faith  once 
delivered  to  the  saints  ?  Do  you  consider  your-  ■ 
selves  at  liberty  to  fellowship,  and  even  to  com¬ 
mune  with  a  man  who  is  an  unbeliever  in  “  the 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints  ?”  It  appears 
to  me  to  bo  a  manifest  inconsistency,  such  as  I 
Christians  ought  scrupulously  to  avoid.  Did  1 
not  consider  you  as  a  Christian  and  believer  in 
the  salvation  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  by  grace,  1  should  i 
not  have  proposetl  a  wish  to  continue  in  the  fcl- 1 
lowship  of  the  church.  But  considering  you  as 
believers  m  the  salvation  of  Jesus  Christ,  which 
is  a  salvation  from  sin,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  tho’t 
that  I  could  fellowship  you,  notwithstanding  the 
ImiiUdion  of  your  fiiitli  respecting  that  salvation : 
and  it  is  not  without  some  regret  that  1  have  felt ' 
myself  constrained,  in  duty  to  you,  to  the  church, 
and  to  myself,  to  oiler  the  above  remarks  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  charge  implied  by  vour  exhortation  to 
return  to  and  abide  in  the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  saints.  Rev.  Sir,  have  you  consulted  the  irj- 
apired  apostle,  in  his  testimony  concerning  the 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints  1  If  you  have 
not,  1  would  invite  your  attention  to  that  subject, 
and  request  you  seriously  to  examine  the  whole 
passage,  which  reads  thus :  “  Beloved,  when  1 
gave  all  diligence  to  write  unto  you  of  the  common 
ssivstioii,  it  was  needful  for  me  to  write  unto  you, 
and  csliort  you  that  ye  should  earnestly  contend 
for  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  unto  the 
saints.”  Jude  3.  Here  the  apostle  writes  of  the 


common  s  dration,  and  exhorts  his  bretliien  to  con¬ 
tend  for  it,  as  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints. 

I  think  it  must  be  plain  to  you  that  my  present 
faith  agrees  better  with  the  faith  here  descrihod,  1 
than  yours  docs  :  for  1  have  al  wavs  understood  I 
you  and  the  church  to  believe  in,  and  contend  for 
parltcidar,  partial,  or  limited  salvation  ;  while  I,  on  |! 
the  other  hand,  believe  and  contend  for  common,  ‘ 
or  general  salvation  ;  and  that  (in  my  opinion)  it  j' 
is  as  sure  as  it  is  liberal.  So  far,  therefore,  from  H 
departing  from  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  ; 
saints,  1  think  it  must  he  clearly  seen  that  I  have  • 
but  Just  entered  Into  the  enjoyment  of  that  faith  in 
its  divine/n/nesr. 

Having  answered  to  the  charge  of  departing  ■ 
from  the  faith,  which  was  imptied  in  your  exhorta¬ 
tion,  I  shall  next  notice  the  more  serious  charges  ' 
plainly  rrpi-ewd  in  your  letter.  First — you  are 
pleased  to  charge  me  with  a  daring  petTersiun  of 
the  scriptures  !  Second — with  endtaroring  to  im¬ 
bibe  erroneous  views  of  religion !  These,  Rev. 
Sir,  are  serious  charges — charges  to  wliiel,  if  you 
consider  me  jnstiv  liable,  must  render  me  in  your  . 
estimation  one  of  the  most  depraved  and  ahoin- 
inable  wretches  on  earth !  A  daring  perversion 
of  (iod’s  truth  !  Could  you  have  imputed  to  me 
a  worse  character — endeavoring  to  itnhihc  erro¬ 
neous  views  of  religion — which  plainly  presup¬ 
poses  that  I  know  them  to  be  such.  1  beg  leave 
here  to  ask,  how  you  could  possibly  charge  me 
with  a  more  daring  and  wicked  hypocrisy  in  the 
sight  of  God  or  man?  and  what  is  still  more 
strange,  after  imputing  to  me  an  inllexihlc  perse-  1 
verance  in  this  almost  unparalleled  wickedness,  | 
you  arc  willing  to  receive  me  as  a  brother,  and 
commune  with  me  as  a  Christian  ! ! !  Strange 
inconsistency!  1  think  you  must  have  written 
this  without  reflection ;  or  else  }’ou  must  have 
been  under  the  influence  of  some  passion.  Would 
,  it  not  have  been  better  to  have  labored  a  little  to 
convince  me  of  what  you  esteemed  error,  than  to 
cast  upon  ino  what  I  beg  leave  to  tell  you  is  a 
groundless  and  unnecessary  crimination.  Again, 

1  consider  your  letter  to  ciiihraeo  a  contradiction. 
For  after  bringing  against  me  the  aforementioned 
I  charges,  you  inform  me  that  you  will  not,  at  pre¬ 
sent,  refuse  me  the  privileges  of  the  church,  hut 
I  consider  me  as  a  brother,  believing  that  my  errors 
proceed  not  fioin  the  heart.  You  must  know  that 
the  heart  is  used  to  signify  the  understanding,  will 
and  aff'eclions.  1  hope  that  you  would  not  think 
,  tlial  1  was  daringly  perverting  the  scriptures,  and 
endeavoring  to  iin'hihc  error,  without  understand¬ 
ing,  will  or  afloction.  Once  more,  you  direct  mo, 
if  I  wish  for  information,  to  apply  to  my  Pastor, 
before  I  form  an  opinion.  1  have  four  reasons  to 
offer  why  I  do  not  comply  with  your  request.  1. 

I  have  been  long  ac(|uainted  with  your  explana¬ 
tions  of  scripture,  and  I  cannot  foil  satisfied  with 
them.  2.  1  have  proposed  reasons,  and  passages 
ol  scripture,  in  support  of  the  doctrine  of  unit-ers(d 
!  satriUion ,  to  the  former,  you  have  not  seen  fit  to 
■reply  ;  and  the  latter  you  have  not  seen  fit  to  ex¬ 
plain.  3.  Yon  have  always  endeavored  to  im¬ 
press  upon  my  mindj  that  you  could  not  answer 
for  me  at  the  bar  oi  Go<L  In  (his  I  heliovc  you 
not  only  sincere,  but  perfectly  correct ;  and  am 
therefore  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  searching 
the  scriptures,  and  believing  for  invself.  4.  I  am 
taught  by  the  word  of  divine  truth,  that  if  anv 
man  lack  wisdom,  let  hhn  ask  of  Go«l  that  giveth 
to  all  men  liberally,  and  uphraideth  not.  James 
i.  5. 

Suffer  me.  Rev.  Sir,  in  closing,  to  entreat  you 
to  consider  the  foregoing  remarks  in  Christian 
candor,  and  present  this  letter  to  the  Consistory, 
as  addressed  to  them  and  yourself.  The  light  In 
I  which  I  view  your  letter  in  behalf  of  the  Consis- 
tory,  will  be  a  sutficient  explanation  why  I  did 
.  not  avail  myself  of  th-t  privilege  offered  at  (he  last 
I  communion.  I  beg  leave  to  inquire  whether  the 
contents  of  your  letter  were  read  to  the  whole  of 
the  Consistory,  (or  only  to  one  individual  mcm- 
I  ber,)  and  whether  it  obtained  their  sanction.  In 


humble  prayer  to  God  for  vour  growth  in  grace 
and  in  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  love 
and  miircy  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Ixiiindless  er. 
pansion  of  that  charity  wliich  is  the  bond  of  al] 
perfectness  ;  I  subscribe  myself. 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  brother, 

A.vsel  McKi.nstrt. 


[  From  the  Universalist  Expositor,] 
OMNIPRESENCE,  ETERNITY  AND  LOVE 
OF  GOD. 

“For  thus  saith  the  liigh  and  lofty  Ono  that  inhah. 
iteth  eternity,  whoso  name  is  holy;  I  dwell  in 
the  high  and  holy  place,  with  him  also  that  is 
of  a  contrite  and  liunihle  spirit,  to  revive  the 
I  spirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of 
the  contrite  ones.  For  I  will  not  contend  fur- 
ever,  neither  will  I  he  always  wroth;  forth# 
spirit  should  fail  before  me,  and  the  souls  wliiuli 
I  have  made.” — Isa.  Ivii;  15,  16. 

As  no  ono  will  doubt  that  the  prophet  intended 
by  the  language  in  this  passage,  to  state  the' 
character  of  the  Supreme  Being,  relative  to  cer¬ 
tain  important  moral  attributes,  it  may  be  useful 
in  the  first  place,  to  ask  what  he  means  l^^lugh 
and  lofty  ?  It  seems  to  be  the  general  opi^n 

fieople,  that  the  divine  Ruler  of  the  universe  lus 
ocated  his  throne  in  some  particular  place,  far 
above  the  globe  we  inhabit.  This  vulgar;  but  un. 
philosophical  notion,  seems  to  be  favored  by  the 
word  place,  which  is  used  in  the  text  under  con¬ 
sideration,  But,  although  the  translators  might 
honestly  think,  that  hy  supplying  this  word,  ther 
made  the  meaning  of  the  passage  more  clear  than 
it  would  have  been  if  they  had  not  taken  such  kb. 

[  erty,  it  is  believed  that  the  true  sense  of  the  pro¬ 
phet  is  hotter  expressed,  and  more  easily  under¬ 
stood,  hv  leaving  the  word  place  out  of  the  teil, 
The  notion  that  God  is  seated  on  a  throne,  in 
some  particular  place,  which  is  exceedingly  high 
above  the  earth,  and  that  wo  look  towards  him 
when  we  direct  our  eyes  towards  the  heavens 
over  our  heads,  will  appear  utterly  erroneous, 
when  wc  realize  that  as  the  earth  performs  a  rtr- 
olution  on  its  axis  once  in  twenty-four  hours, 
should  we  during  this  time,  stand  with  our  eyes 
fixed  towards  the  heavens,  directly,  over  our 
heads  wo  should  have  looked  at  every  opposite 
point  in  their  whole  circle.  If  then  at  twelve  o’¬ 
clock  in  the  day,  wc  look  towards  God’s  throne, 
by  looking  directly  upwards ;  al  twelve  at  night, 
in  order  to  look  towards  the  same  throne,  wo 
must  look  directly  down  !  But  it  would  sound 
strangely,  should  wo  hear  one  speak  of  looking 
downwards  towards  God’s  ihropc.  Yet  if  we  sup¬ 
pose,  that  the  throne  of  the  divine  majesty  is  fix¬ 
ed  in  any  particular  place,  it  would  agree  just  as 
well  with  such  an  idea,  to  speak  of  looking  dmm 
to  it,  as  of  looking  up  to  it. 

The  reader  may  now  press  the  question— IVhal 
does  the  prophet  mean  hy  high  and  lofty  7  These 
expressions  undoubtedly  have  regard  to  quahty, 
and  not  to  locality.  In  his  fifty-fifth  chapter,  tlw 
same  prophet  compares  the  thoughts  and  wtvs 
of  God,  with  the  thoughts  and  ways  of  men,  as 
follows:  “For  my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts, 
neither  arc  your  w’ays  my  ways,  saith  the  Lord. 
For  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  so 
arc  my  ways  higher  than  your  ways,  and  niy 
thoughts  than  your  thoughts,”  It  is  not  sup- 
poscahlc  that  the  word  higher  here  applied  to  the  ] 
thoughts  and  ways  of  God,  has  the  least  refer¬ 
ence  to  locality  ;  but  to  moral  ipuMly.  As  to  the 
ways  of  the  divine  Being,  no  one  doubts  that  they 
arc  every  where  ;  and  in  regard  to  his  thoughts, 
they  egnnot  he  confined  to  place.  But  the  proph¬ 
et,  in  the  next  words  to  those  above  quoted,  tp- 
plies  his  meaning  so  clearly  as  to  admit  of  no  mis¬ 
take.  Ho  says — .“For  as  the  rain  cometh  down, 
and  the  snow  from  heaven,  and  rcturneth  not 
thither,  but  watcreth  tlin  earth,  and  maketh  it 
bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it  may  give  seed  to  th« 
sower,  and  bread  to  the  cater ;  so  shall  nay  word 
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)>«,  that  goctli  forth  out  of  my  mouth  ;  it  shall  not  |  inmtbcra  and  infinite  space,  and  obtains  the  con-  j  vine  Being  is  induced  to  bestow  his  favor  upon 
return  unto  me  void  ;  but  it  shall  dccbmplish  that  sent  of  our  minds  on  the  same  principles  which  '  us,  because  he  discovers  in  us  the  reli^oh  which 
which  I  please,  and  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  compel  us  to  yield  assent  to  their  truth.  If  we  ho  approves ;  for  in  place  of  being  induce^  by  this 
irhereunto  I  sent  it.”  The  etlicicncy  of  the  di- 1|  should  make  an  cfl'ort  in  our  minds  to  go  back  to  relieion  to  bestow  Ins  favor  on  us,  this  rbligion  is 
rine  word,  compared  with  the  iriefficienry  of  the  I'  the  beginning  of  time,  we  should  find  It  equally;  itself  his  favor. 

words  of  men,  is  what  the  prophet  meant  by  the  I.  difficult  to  know  where  to  stop,  as  in  an  attempt  It  is  probable  that  the  foregoing  reckoning, 
thoughts  and  tvdyS  of  God  being  higher  than  the  Uo  bound  the  extent  of  space,  or  limit  in  the  mul-^  Will,  by  some,  be  considered  as  faulty,  in  that  it 
thoughts  and  ways  of  men.  But  this  efficiency  tiplicetion  of  numbers.  This  strict  eternity,  ‘  seems  to  exclude  the  opinion  that  tliere  is  any 
of  the  word  of  God  has  no  relation  to  locality  ; .  which  is  without  beginning,  and  which  will  never,  thing  like  enmity  in  God  towards  the  inipenitent: 
but  to  quality  only.  Ijend,  God  inhabitethi  Here  the  mind  feels  the'  audit  is  likewise  probable  that  the  words  in  the 

VVe  sWl  bo  further  confirmed  in  our  opinion'  necessity  of  yielding  assent  to  the  truth,  that  God  |  second  verse  which  heads  this  article,  may,  by 
thsl  the  word  place  was  improperly  supjdied  by ,  never  began  to  exist.  Shouldweindulgethecon-  i  some,  be  urged  against  it.  God  hero  says,*— “For 
the  translators,  if  wo  duly  notice  the  antithesis  jecturc  tliat  the  divine  Being  began  to  e.xist,  we  I  will  not  coritend  forever,  neither  will  I  be  al- 
presented  in  the  text.  He  who  inhabiteth  eter-  should  then  find  it  necessary  to  allow  that  some-  ways  wroth.”  This  evidently  supports  the  idea 
nity,  whose  name  is  holy,  says  “I  dwell  in  the  thing  existed  before,  which  acted  as  the  cause  m  that  for  a  season  God  exerciseii  wrath,  and  con- 

high  and  holy.”  Not  high  and  holy  place;  but  in  that  produced  his  existence.  But  as  it  is  very  cv-  tends.  But  that  we  may  rightly  understand  this 

high  and  holy  minds,  or  hftiig’.i.  God  dwells  in  all  ident  that  no  efi'ect  can  be  greater  than  thdt  subject,  wc  must  inquire  for  the  motive  of  this 

hearts  which  are  pure,  holy,  exalted  ill  righteous-  cause  which  produces  it,  it  would  be  more  rca- wrath,  and  ask  what  is  its  design.  If  we  find 

ness,  truth  and  equity.  With  this  idea,  the  con-  sonablc  to  allow  that  cause  which  produced  the;  this  wrath  is  real  unkindness  towards  the  impen- 
Irast  expressed  in  the  text  duly  comports  :  “tVith  ,  existence  of  Go<l,  to  be  God,  than  to  fix  our  ideas  '  itent,  we  must  allow  that  it  stands  opposed  to 
him  also  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  sfiirit.”  of  the  Supreme  Being,  short  of  the  first  cause.  jour  reasoning.  But  if,  on  due  examination,  it 
(Jod  riot  only  dwells  in  minds  or  hearts  which  arc  Having  arrived  at  the  ground  on  which  wc  shall  be  seen  that  this  wrath  and  contention  do 
My,  and  in  this  sense  high — but  he  dwells  also  in  maintain  our  ideas  of  infinity,  and  especially  of'  in  fact  aim  to  benefit  the  impenitent,  by  reducing 
the  most  debased  and  vile,  the  moment  contri-  the  infinity  of  the  divine  existence,  wc  may  pro- him  to  that  state  of  contrition  and  humility  men¬ 
tion  reduces  the  heart  to  genuine  humility.  God  '  cecd  to  some  necessary  deductions,  which  may  tinned  in  the  preceding  verse,  then  must  it  bo 
i*  there  and  the  germ  of  holiness  has  begun  its  serve  to  correct  erroneous  notions  concerning  granted  that  at  no  time  is  there  any  want  of  (a- 
mwthi  God  is  there  to  “revive  the  spirit  of  the  ,  God,  in  minds  too  limited  in  their  researches,  and  ,  vor  in  God,  even  towards  the  wicked.  That  tho 
numlilc,  (Ind  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  1  too  superstitious  in  their  habits  of  thinking.  i  queiy  now  under  consideration  may  prove  suc- 
ones.”  If  (iod  never  began  to  exist,  it  follows  thatnei- '  cessful,  let  us  ask  for  the  reason  which  God  ren- 


Falsc  views  of  the  Supreme  Being  are  doubt¬ 
less  of  injurious  tendency  in  the  human  mind.— 
The  notion  that  the  Father  of  our  spirits  is  seat- 
ol,  like  an  austere  tyrant,  on  a  throne  fearfiillv 
high  abote  tho  e.irtli,  agrees  very  well  with  much 
that  has  been  said  to  frighten  weak-minded  peo- ' 
pie,  concerning  their  being  brought  into  the  di- 
virtc  presence.  The  apprehensions  and  fears  thus 
excited,  arc  necessarily  connected  with  the  false  , 
notion,  that  we  are  not  at  all  times,  and  in  all  cir- ! 
euuistances,  in  the  presence  of  God.  They  like¬ 
wise  combine  with  them  the  injurious  belief,  that 
all  is  well  with  us  so  long  as  wc  can  avoid  the 
presence  of  our  heavenly  Father;  and  that  wc 
might  indulge  in  transgressions  with  impimitv, 
were  it  not  that  at  some  future  period,  God  will 
fall  us  before  him  to  answer  for  our  conduct. — 
Correct  Views  would  be  much  more  salutary. 
Could  wc  always  realize  that  in  God  wc  live, 
move,  and  have  our  being ;  that  he  is  always 
present  with  us,  and  wc  with  him,  the  true  fear 
of  the  Lord,  which  is  tlie  beginning  of  wisdom. 
Would  be  more  likely  to  guide  us  in  the  right 
way.  I 

Some  thoughts  may  now  be  suggested  relative 
to  the  strict  cternitv  of  tho  divine  Being.  It  is 
said  in  the  passage  heading  this  article  that  (tod 
inhabiteth  eternity.  The  eternity  which  God  in¬ 
habiteth,  could  no  more  have  had  a  beginning, 
than  it  can  have  an  end.  It  is  true  that  ideas  of 
infinity  arc  too  extensive  to  he  fully  coiiiprclicii- 
ded  by  limited  minds  ;  and  we  consent  to  tlieir 
certainty,  only  because  it  is  impossible  to  main¬ 
tain  contrary  ideas.  The  idea  of  the  infinity  of , 
numbers  maintains  itself  in  the  mind,  by  the  evi- ! 
dent  impossibility  of  multiplying  any  number  to 
•n  amount  which  is  incapable  of  being  still  niul-  ' 
tiplied.  Wc  know  that  any  number  which  can  , 
he  designated  in  tho  mind  is  in  the  same  mind, ; 
just  as  capable  of ‘being  enlarged,  by  multiplica¬ 
tion,  as  a  number  ever  so  small.  These  facts 
compel  Us  to  consent  to  the  idea  of  the  infinity 
of  numbers.  The  idea  of  the  infinity  of  space,  is 
maintained  in  the  mind,  by  a  similar  process  ofr 
reasoning.  If  wc  could  imagine  a  limited  space, 
to  siirh  an  extent,  as  to  prevent  the  question, 
what  is  beyond,  wc  might  exclude  the  idea  of  in¬ 
finite  spare  from  the  mind;  but  this  is  impossible. 
After  our  thoughts  have  travelled  in  iin.'igination, 
a*  many  millions  of  leagues  as  there  are  sands  on 
the  shores  of  the  sea,  wc  remain  just  as  capable 
of  asking  what  is  beyoml  as  we  are  of  asking  | 
W’hat  countiy  liqn  Itcyond  the  .Atlantic  ocean. —  : 
Time,  or  duration,  which  had  no  beginning,  and 
wliish  will  have  uo  end,  associates  with  infinite  I 


thcr  himself,  nor  any  other  causo  gave  him  exis¬ 
tence,  His  e.xistcncc,  therefore,  is  necessary  and 
unavoidable,  even  by  himself.  It  is  ncr.'ful  that 
we  here  remark,  tliat  while  wc  use  such  frenlom, 
of  speech,  respecting  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the ' 
universe,  we  do  not  forget  that  respect  which  the ! 
dependant  creature  owes  to  the  author  of  his  cx-  1 
istence ;  but  with  due  reverence,  follow  the  c.v- 
ample  of  an  apostle,  who  ventures  to  as.scrt  that 
(Jod  cannot  lie,  nor  deny  himself.  F.very  nega¬ 
tion  of  what  God  is,  or  of  what  lie  designs,  or  of, 
what  lie  knows  is,  necessarily,  an  impossibility. ' 
It  was  always  impossible  for  Gixl  to  know  anv 
more,  or  any  less,  than  he  alwaj’S  knew.  It  Is 
likewise  .iiconsistent  with  the  being  of  God,  th.at 
he  should  ever  will  or  design  any  thing  that  he 
did  not  always  will  or  design  ;  or  that  he  should 
be  more  or  less  benevolent  towanls  the  crcatiirca 
who  arc  the  production  of  his  will  and  power, 
than  ho  always  was.  He  no  more  made  himself 
benevolent  than  he  made  himself  wise,  or  power¬ 
ful,  or  knowing :  “He  is  of  ono  mind,  and  none 
can  turn  him.”  If  God  “inhabiteth  eternity,”  he 
inhabits  it  such  a  being  as  he  is;  such  as  he  al¬ 
ways  was,  and  such  as  ho  will  ever  remain. 

It  is  possible  that  some  may  object  to  the  fore¬ 
going  (Icduclions,  ns  they  seem  to  disallow  some 
notions  about  rcligioii,  which  arc  thought  to  bo. 
of  the  first  importance.  The  necessity  and  utili¬ 
ty  of  religion,  according  to  common  opinion,  is, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  obtain  or  secure  tne  divine 
favor ;  and  on  the  other,  to  be  screened  from  tho 
displeasure  of  the  .Almighty.  But  if  our  deduc¬ 
tions  are  allowed  to  stand,  it  is  very  clear  that  the 
divine  favor  can  neither  be  gained  nor  lost.  And 
a.s  to  the  displeasure  of  the  Almightv,  there  can 
he  no  more  displeasure  in  him,  than  did  al¬ 
ways  there  exist ;  nor  any  more  than  alw.iys  will 
remain.  These  fads  arc  self  evident,  if  we  allow 
the  iinchangcability  of  God.  The  error  which 
supposes  that  true  religion  is  opposed  to  the  de¬ 
ductions  alwve  slated,  consists  in  the  wrongsup- 
position  that  the  favor  of  God,  is  the  effect  of  true 
religion :  wlicrca.s,  in  fact,  it  is  the  efficient  causo 
which  produces  genuine  religion  in  ns.  This 
putting  ot  cause  for  effect,  and  effect  for  cause, 
has  produced  such  confusion  in  the  science  of 
Iticology,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  divine 
to  reconcile  all  parts  ofhis  creed  with  each  other. 

If  by  ohfaiiiiiig  the  favor  of  God,  nothing  riiorc 
he  meant  than  siinplv  our  coming  into  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  it,  true  religion  may  justly  be  consider- 
e<l  the  means  ofsiicli  enjoyment,  or  more  proper¬ 
ly  it  is  the  divine  favor  enjoyed.^  But  no  mistake , 
can  he  greater  tlian  tlic  supposition  that  the  di- 


ders,  why  he  will  not  contend  forever,  nor  be  al¬ 
ways  wroth.  The  answer  is  as  follows : — “Foe 
the  spirit  should  fail  before  me,  and  the  soul* 
which  1  have  made.”  Here  it  appears  evident 
that  divine  favor  directs  and  limits  the  operations 
of  the  wrath  mentioned ;  and  finally  causes  them 
I  to  result  in  the  salvation,  and  not  in  the  destni^ 
tion,  of  the  wicked.  The  treatment  which  tha 
sons  of  Jacob  received  from  their  brother  Joseph, 
whom  they  sold,  on  their  first  journey  into  Egypt 
I  to  buy  corn,  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  scripture 
.  meaning  of  the  divine  wrath.  Joseph’s  conduct 
!  towards  his  brethren,  on  this  occasion,  was  so 
i  rough,  and  apparently  so  austere,  as  to  lead  them 
I  to  believe  that  their  lives  were  in  danger.  To 
them  his  treatment  appeared,  as  he  intended  it 
should,  a  manifestation  of  wrath  ;  but  was  it  re¬ 
ally  such  in  the  feelings  of  his  mo.st  tender  and 
affectionate  heart  ?  Surely  it  was  not.  Even  at 
I  the  time  he  thus  discovercil  to  them  the  most  sc- 
I  verity,  such  were  his  feelings  that  he  was  under 
I  the  necessity  of  turning  from  them  to  weep,  that 
they  might  not  know  the  emotions  which  labor- 
I  cd  in  his  breast.  All  this  time  he  was  the  same 
;  kind  and  affectionate  brother,  that  he  was  when 
he  made  himself  known  to  them,  and  kindly  and 
tenderly  embraced  them.  The  fatherly  correc¬ 
tion  of  a  disobedient  son  proceeds  on  the  same 
principle,  which  wc  are  now  endeavoring  to  de¬ 
fend.  To  the  apprehension  of  the  child,  there 
may  appear  a  manifestation  of  wrath  contending 
against  him  ;  hut  in  fact  there  is  no  wrath  in  the 
father,  which  is  unkindness  to  him,  or  that  seeks 
’  to  do  him  harm.  As  soon  as  humble  contrition 
appears  as  the  effect  of  the  father’s  faithfulness, 

I  with  what  compassion  and  complacency  does  he 
embrace  the  object  of  his  love !  Neither  the  blos¬ 
soms  of  spring,  nor  the  fruits  of  autumn,  arc  so 
grateful  to  his  senses,  one  sigh  of  that  peni¬ 
tent,  contrite  heart.  The  branches  and  boughs 
which  were  strcwwl  in  the  way,  while  Jesus  rode 
into  Jcrii.salcm,  together  with  the  general  burst 
{of  vocal  hosannas  which  welcomed  him  to  the 
;  city  of  David,  were  hut  lightly  esteemed,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  tears  of  contrition  with  which  his 
feet  were  washer!  by  her  to  whom  much  was  for¬ 
given,  and  who  loved  much.  H.  a. 

Timidity. — There  are  numbers  in  the  world 
who  do  not  want  sense  to  make  a  figure,  so 
much  as  an  opinion  of  their  own  abilities,  to 
put  them  upon  recording  their  observations, 
and  allowing  them  the  same  importance  which 
they  do  to  those  which  others  print. 
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[trom  the  Tnt’vp'!  and  Magnzinf.] 
LAMENTATION  OF  DAVID. 
?Samuki.,  i;  19,  27. 


Tliy  licalily,  O  I.<»rat  l  is  laid  in  the  diist,  I 

For  thri  sword  of  the  iiiiahly  is  gathering  rust  •  ! 

The  sackcloth  of  wo  of  tliy  pride  is  the  shroud, 
For  the  sun  of  thy  glory  hath  set  in  a  cloud.  I 

Wtf’p;  daughters  of  Israel !  O  loud  he  your  wail, 
i’or  the  dew  of  IJillroa  is  chill  on  their  r'ai!,  ] 
And' lie  scattered  tlie  bones,  from  thc»r  fathers^ 
afar, 

W  tfte  hosts  of  the  Lord  who  went  forth  to  the 

war. 

O  Hreathc  not  in  flath  the  sad  cause  of  your  wad. 
In  the  streets  of  proud  Askelon  tell  not  the  tale. 
Lest  the  timbrel  and  tabret  be  lieard,  and  tlic 
Voice  I 

Of  the  haughty  Philistine  in  triumpli  rejoice.  j 

On  the  mount  of  fiilboa  thy  sons  were  arraye'’; 
And  proudly  their  banner.s  their  warriors  dis¬ 
played  ;  i 

But  wo  to' the  hour  when  the  .\ngcl  of  Death, 
Swept  on  in  the  might  of  the  armies  of  Cjiath!  I 

From  the  blood  of  the  slain  and  the  war-glutted 
track. 

The  bow  of  thy  Jonathan  never  turned  back  ; 

Nor  empty  from  battle  returned  the  bright  sword 
Of  Saul,  w  hen  he  Ibught  in  the  hosts  of  the  Lord. 

Than  the  w  ings  of  the  eagle  was  swifter  their 
flight. 

And  stronger  than  lion;>Mio  nerve  ofthe-r  might; 
Were  lovely  their  lives— and  united  the  fall  I 
Of  Jonathan’s  strength  and  the  valor  of  Saul.  | 

Vc  mounts  of  Gillwa,  nor  dew  nor  let  rain 
Descend  to  enrich  the  red  fl«dd  of  the  slain —  ; 

There  the  glory  of  Israel  is  laid  in  the  dust — 
There  the  sword  of  the  mighty  is  gathering  rust. 

Of  Saul  tlic  life  hlood  has  been  shed  on  the  .soil,  I 
As  though'  he  had  not  been  annointed  with  oil ;  { 

And  cast  is  the  shield  of  the  mighty  away. 

Before  the  uncircumciscd  (ienlile  array. 

And  Jonathan,  thou  too !  my  soul  is  distressed. 
That  thmi  should’st  go  down  to  the  battle-field 
rest ; 

Alas  !  that  a  heart  from  w'hich  purity  gushed, 

By  the  hand  of  destruction  should  ever  be  crush’d! 

Thy  friendship  for  mo  was  exalted  aliove 
Of  woman’s  the  purest,  iminutalile  love: — 

’Tis  meet  that  I  mourn  thee  : — alas  I  for  thy  fall, 
Thou  stay  aud  the  stafi'uf  tlic  kingdom  of  Saul. 

Though  death  has  extinguished  the  heavenly  ray. 
That  shone  III  thy  bosom,  now  mould'ring  aw.iy — 
Yet  in  the  high  places  of  greatness  and  might. 
That  ray  on  thy  valor  w  ill  ever  he  bright. 

How  fallen,  O  Israel,  thy  warriors  arc  ! 

And  broken  and  perish’d  the  weapons  of  war  :  I 
The  plume  of  tliy  glory  now  trails  in  the  dust. 
For  tlic  sw  ords  of  the  valiant  arc  gathering  rust. 

A.  c;  T. 

[from  the  Chris>uvi  Intcllisciieer.] 

TO  PARENT!?. 

Dear  Parents — The  appointed  morning  came  ; 
it  was  beautiful.  The  sun  beamed  through  the 
fleecy  clouds  and  shone  w;ili  rospk.Tdant  lustre, 
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and  seemed  to  smile  on  every  object  on  which  its  j 
potent  rays  were  cast.  Naliirc  with  all  its 
chaniis,  appeared  more  mild  and  grave,  and  wore  | 
an  aspect  more  serene  tiian  usual.  Stillness  per- ' 
v.-«led  the  village.  The  hell  rang.  The  second 
peals  told  us  the  hoiirs  of  devotieii  were  at  hniKl,  i 
and  many  knew  not  wlicre  to  direct  their  steps,  i 
I  was  one.  Anxiety  ami  eiiriosily  cited  them  to  | 
hear  tlic  stranger  ;  for  uT'iiiversalist  never,  as  L 
lam  told,  preached  here  before,  hut  fear  constrain-  1 
i  them  to  forbear.  The  people  were  thronging  in 
I  the  streets  and  entering  tw'o  opposite  hiiiklmgs,  ■ 
I  one  a  meeting-house,  the  other  a  seliool-rooin. — 
As  I  was  passing  along  the  streets,  attentive  to 
tlic  wailings  of  .tome  who  were  lamenting  the  wit- 
I furlune  tliut  was  hefaliing  tlieiii,  one  pious  lady  . 
1  observed,  “.Surely  no  one  of  any  character  will 
i presume  to  go  to  (A//’.)  D.’s  ii.celiiig,”  w  bile  say- . 

I  ing  this,  she  was  leading  by  tlic  liaiiil  her  illegiti- 
1  mate  oflspring.  1  do  n<>t  mention  Ill's  lireiim- 
I  stance  by  way  of  reproaeli ;  hut  in  illiisiratiro  of 
;  ihe'treatinent  shown  towunls  the  Tniversalist 
preacher,  and  those  who  atti  nded  hia  meeting. — 

'  I  called  on  a  partinilar  and  inlliicntial  frifcnd, 
doubtful  w  lileh  meeting  I  slioiild  alteiid  ;  lint  by 
.  Ids  persuasion  w  ent  to  the  meeliiig-house  where 
the  L'iiivcrsali.“t  was  to  preach.  'I'he  liell  had 
ceased  to  toll,  and  the  people  w  ere  all  si'ated  , 
i  when  I  entered.  I 

I  1  cannot  exprc.s.s  my  surprise  when  I  beheld  a 
crowded,  intelligent  and  attentive  audience,  ns  I 
I  had  previously  been  told  it  would  consist  of  a  few 
!  profane  and  profligate  vagabonds.  Tlio  falling  ’ 

I  of  a  pea,  I  think  could  have  been  heard  in  every  j 
1  part  of  the  house.  Being  seated,  I  llxed  my  eyes  ; 

I  iip.an  the  man  who  was  elioiit  to  address  us  ;  his 
I  coiintcnaiiec  was  intelligent  and  sedate.  When 
he  arese  .and  said,  “I.et  ns  luay,”  witli  liis  hands 
extended  in  supplication  towards  heaven — what 
a  seriousness  took  posso.ssio:iof  iny  bosom  !  The 
devout  air  in  which  lie  addressed  the  Throne  of 
Heaven,  and  the  solemnity  with  wliich  lie  invo¬ 
ked  the  blessing  of  God  upon  all,  arc  f  till  fresli 
in  my  incinor}.  Silence  dwelt  among  tlie  'lirong. 
Each  car  was  open,  and  eacli  eye  gazed  with  ca- 
gerncs.s.  The  c.arncst  siippheatioii  will.*  .vliich 
lie  iiniilorod  his  .Maker — the  solemnity  that  rest¬ 
ed  upon  his  brow,  and  tlic  Iioartt'  lt  gratilado  in 
!  whi.'h  lie  poured  out  his  .soul  to  God,  have  lcl\  iin- 
!  pressioiis  on  my  mind  which  time  ilsclfean  nev¬ 
er  crese.  Appareiitl}’ inspired  with  Divine  love, 
his  strcngtli  and  talents  were  .sincerily  devoted 
to  the  caii.se  which  he  cspouscil.  The  audiiuicc 
I  gazed  willi  admiration,  and  their  eountenanees 
indicated  scriou.sncssand  reflection.  Prayer  w  as 
followed  by  the  reading  and  singing  of  an  ari'ro- 
priate  hymn.  He  then  rose  with  the  same  im- 
julleetcd  gravity,  and  addrc.sserl  the  people  with 
'an  unusually  striking  and  impressive  nmiiner, 
i  and  eoinm.mded  the  ulninst  iitleiilion.  His  dis- 
!  course  was  iiislnictivc,  pr.".ctical  and  intere.-ting, 

I  and  instead  of  hearing  ridicule  end  hlasnliemy 
from  tlic  pulpit,  the  ways  ofGod  were  viiiilidited 
and  his  charecter  represented  in  a  much  dillbreiit 
j  light,  from  that  ever  before  held  forth  in  that  sanc- 
■  tuary.  I  !v  exhibited  truths  which  I  never  hefiirc 
j  presuhicil  could  have  been  drawn  from  the  bifde; 

;  aud  delivered  v.  illi  such  pathos  and  energv,  as 
•  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.  Candor  was  di.*<pfay'’d 
I  throiigliout ;  no  reflections  were  cast  upon  liis 
jopposors;  but  ho  aiiiicakiy  implored  tlie bles.-iiug.i 
■of God  to  rest  upon  tlicrii,  and  nil  people,  and  all 
nntions  were  prc.sented  to  their  common  Creator 
in  his  su|iplicatioiis.  Those  parts  of  the  bilil  ' to 
wh.ch  he  had  occasion  to  refer  bore  new  construc¬ 
tions,  and  coiiformed  in  many  instHncc.s  to  the 
jinost  ancient  histories  to  w  hich  I  have  had  re- 
I  course  in  the  train  of  iny  simly.  I  was  truly  siir- 
pri.sed  to  find  intricate  pas.'-.ages  so  directly  allnde 
1  to  circumstances  of  ancient  renown,  and  wl  ile 
I  they  were  made  so  simple  and  plain,  I  could  but 
say, 

“Father  of  light  an.-l  life!  Thou  goad  Supreme, 
0  tcacii  me  what  is 


ADVOCATE. 

- m 

The  afternoon  services  received  the  same  at- 
fention,  ami  had  the  same  general  cfTeet ;  and  the 
subject  and  discourse  were  equally  rnstructiro 
and  interesting.  Never  did  I  before  so  fully  an. 
jireciatc  the  indulgent  mercy  and  goodness  of  my 
Creator,  or  view  his  character  in  such  a  glorkma 
light.  A  "od  of  infinite  wisdom,  gootiness  and 
power,  whom  I  have  been  taught  to  love  and 
obey  and  fear  for  his  wrath,  was  represented  to 
be  a  God  of  iiifiiiift'  mertry  whieh  cndiircth  forever  • 
long  siifiering  and  slow  to  anger.  He,  Tvhom  f 
have  been  tnttght  to  obey  through  fear,  whose 
wr.ath  and  vengeance  have  been  placed  liefoic 
me  in  iinaihiabie  forms,  was  rt  presented  to  be  a 
God'of  iinehanuealilo  Ihve,  worthy  to  be  adored 
atid  oheved  for  Ids  goodness  and  merer. 

Veur  obedient,  though  .\bse'nt  So.v. 

[From  the  A'eir  York  Telescope.] 

TO  THE  YOrNG. 

The  nrcisN'ixes  of  eml. — Young  men,  fur  the 
most  part,  arc  hut  little  aw  are  of  the  danger  which 
attends  tlie  be^iiiiuiis;s  of  ivil.  No  one  l>eroinev 
suddenly  aliaiidoneil  and  profligate.  There  iv 
always  a  gradual  progre.-^s.  Htr  begins  in  j/ijiti 
occasiond  departures  from  reetiltide,  and  goes  from 
one  degree  ot  guilt  to  anotlicr,  lill  conscience  be- 
eomes  seared,  the  vieious  propensity  strong,  the 
habit  of  indulgence  lixed,  and  the  character  ruiaeH. 

.  N'rtldng  is  more  obvious  then  this  connc.vion 
between  the  beginning  and  the  consummation  tl' 
evil ;  and  vet,  hardly  any  thing  is  more  dillicull, 
than  to  coiiviiiec  the  young  of  its  reality.  In  en¬ 
tering  upon  wrong  courses  they  have  not  the 
least  expectation  or  fear  of  tiio  dreadful  issue. 
They  mean  not  to  (troeced  beyond  the  point  of 
safety  ;  and  they  have  no  doubt  tlicy  can  easily 
cftl’ct  nil  escape,  whciicv.T  danger  appears;  but 
ere  they  are  aware,  they  are  arrested  by  the  iron 
grasp  of  liabit,  and  ruined  for  ever. 

’lake  for  example,  a  young  man  wlto  occasion-' 
ally  drinks  to  exces.s  in  the  social  circle;  hedoOs 
not  dream  tliat  lie  is  entering  upon  a  course  which 
vvill  probanly  end  in  corflirmed  intemperance.  He 
means  no  harm;  he  says  of  the  sin,  is  it  notalil- 
^ tic  one;  there  can  be  no  danger  in  tiiis.  But 
soon  his  hands  are  made  strong,  and  he  hecomes 
tlie  slave  of  a  sottisli  vice. 

Thus  It  is  with  all  vicious  practices.  However 
slight  at  lirst,  they  tend,  by  a  strong  and  neces¬ 
sary  impulse,  to  the  point  of  utter  depravity  of 
orinciiilc,  and  ruin  of  cliaracter.  There  is  no- 
safety  but  in  guarding  against  the  lirst  approach¬ 
es  ot  evil.  To  step  upon  forbidden  ground,  is  Uv 
throw  one’s  self  into  tlic  power  of  the  destroyer; 
and  if  God  intcrposi's  not  to  deliver,  ruin  is  inevi¬ 
table.  It  was  a  wise  saying  among  the  ancients, 
that  the  way  of  vice  lies  down  hill.  If  you  take 
hut  a  few  steps,  the  motion  soon  becomes  so  int^ 
petuous  and  violent,  that  it  is  impossible  foryoa 
to  resist  it. 

Prr jiidiec  is  unjust ;  for  the  look  is  not  the  true 
index  of  the  mind;  iiLitlier  doth  a  day,  or  a  week, 
discover  the  behaviour  of  a  stranger. 
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